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The Chanukah story is one of our most
famous stories. This unbelievable warrior,
Yehuda HaMaccabi, fought when no one else
would. One tiny jar of oil that lasted 8 days
whe;? lasting for one day was a miracle in
itself.

The Greeks’ main objective was not to
physically kill us but rather to prevent us from
learning Torah and keeping Mitzvos. The
attack was on a spiritual level, which can be
much worse than a physical threat. We can
learn so much from the miracles of the
Chanukah story including resilience and
Emunah. However, drowning in doughnuts
and latkes, we often forget the real miracle of
Chanukah.

The miracle we commemorate is the
achievement that we succeeded spiritually
and did not lose our way - we did not divert
from our path. By celebrating these 8 days, we
demonstrate to Hashem the gratitude we
have for the ability to learn Torah, perform
Mitzvos and achieve our potential as proud
Jews.

It is because of this that The HIPE Team
(Hasmonean Informal Programme and
Education) have created a booklet focusing
on the power of Chanukah.

HIPE was created to focus on our students’
connection to Judaism in whichever way that
may be. To be able to care and help every
student in Hasmonean find their paths and
achieve success in all aspects of life including
their spiritual journey. The Passuk in Mishlei
states
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“Teach a child to their way, because when
they get older they will not deviate from that
way.” HIPE, alongside the Rebbeim at
Hasmonean, are constantly trying to help
guide our students to find their ‘derech!

Having launched at the boys” site in
September 2020, HIPE immediately started
new sessions at the school - Jewish Informal
Education lessons built into the timetable for
boys in Years 7-10 to work alongside the
already impressive formal Jewish Studies in
Hasmonean - a revolutionary change for the
school. Additionally, the HIPE department is
responsible for all activities, sessions and trips
relating to anything from Chagim, Achdus or
inculcate a Jewish atmosphere in the school.

The HIPE department launched with three
main objectives:

To engage with every student.

To create a positive Jewish environment
around the school.

To Increase Jewish informal education -
demonstrating that being a Jew is a way of
life rather than just a text we study.

We are passionate about the personal
progress of each student, Their progress is our
delight. In the last 18 months, we have run a
multitude of programmes, sessions and trips
to work towards our objectives ranging from
mentorship programmes, classes on Jewish
topical interest, Pesach activities, Lag BOmer
trips, Mincha sessions and Bar Mitzvah events
to name just a few.

To see the latest updates about HIPE including
some of our amazing highlights videos,
photos and event write ups feel free to visit
hasmoneanboys.org.uk/hipeboys

Wishing you a Chanukah Sameach — please

help us continue to help our students on their
path to being a proud Jew

BENJI SHEBSON
DIRECTOR OF HIPE BOYS




Rl fhoyumeichiq



RELEVANCE AND MEANING BEHIND IT
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We find that there is a massive distinction between the ovnn by that we say
on n2an and that which we say on ™ma. On naan, we mention the
momentous battle between the Greeks and the Jews. Immediately
afterwards, we speak about the Jewish nation’s response to this victory:

Afterwards, your sons entered the Holy of Holies of Your House, cleaned Your |
Temple, purified Your Sanctuary, and kindled lights in the Courtyards of Your
Sanctuary.

However, in the ma story, we don’t see nor mention the reaction of the Jews
after the downfall of 1.

The "2wen "1 explains this difference. On Ma we use a greggor (a
noise-making rattle) to celebrate, whereas on n2n we play with a dreidel.
The rattle is manipulated by the hand at the bottom which, in turn, rotates
the part at the top. The dreidel, however, works in the opposite way - one
twirls the top which causes the bottom part to swivel around.

On o9, once the dreaded decree was removed, there was a tremendous
spiritual awakening in Yxre? 592. The Jews fasted, prayed and strengthened
their unity. As a result of this spiritual revival down below, Hashem, up above,
reprieved the Jewish nation and engineered Haman's downfall. This is the
pattern of the greggor — the noise that is caused from the top of the greggor is
cause by the handle below.

On noan, however, a different sequence of events occurred. Initially, more
and more Jews fell prey to the Greek ideology. Yet despite the absence of any
widespread arousal from below, Hashem came to our rescue. Subsequent to
this intervention from above, o 9921 turned over a new leaf and restored
the Beis Hamikdosh back to its pure state.

This disparity between o»ma and nonn helps to explain the contrast of texts in
the Dvan %y of »ma and that of nonan. On ™My, the Jews had done
everything they were meant to do and as a result of their conduct, they
prompted Hashems intervention. Therefore, the Purim story ends with
Hashem’s intervention.

on the battlefield, therefore, their response is recorded in D30 Hy.

wever, on nJan, the Jews were only aroused “after” the miraculou
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Why | became a Religious Jew?
A True Story of a Baal Teshuva @rian silvey)

We know that the Greeks sought to uproot the study of
Torah, observance of mitzvos, and our distinct Jewish
identity.

Brian could relate to this dynamic in his own life. The
Jewish school he attended at a young age taught him
how to read Hebrew, say Shema, and that a mezuzah
is placed on the doorways of Jewish homes. In fact,
one Hebrew school project was to make a mezuzah by
writing the Shema onto a rolled up piece of paper and
placing it into a decorative case. But with no deeper
explanation, that was the extent of Brian’s education
regarding mezuzos.

Many years later, Brian was a university student and
rented a house with other students. None of the other
students were Jewish, but they were aware that Brian
was Jewish. Religious Jews owned many of these
houses, as evident by the mezuzos affixed on the
doorposts. Brian recognized those little boxes, but
paid them little attention.

One night, he noticed two students intentionally pry a
mezuzah off the doorpost. Brian followed them
around the house and realized they were collecting
the mezuzos as they moved from doorpost to
doorpost. He followed them into a room and watched
them remove the scrolls from the decorative casings.
They opened the scrolls, tried to read the writing, and
then crumpled the scrolls up in their hands, and tore
some in half.

The small spark of Judaism inside Brian made him feel
obligated to stop them.

"Why did you take those off the doorposts?" Brian
asked.

I dunno," one of them answered, "we just want to see
what's inside."

"You should have left them where they were. You're
not supposed to take them down."

"Well, what are they?"

"It's called a mezuzah and they go on the doorposts of
Jewish houses."

"Why?" he asked.

Brian was stunned into silence and then admitted, "l don't
know."

As these words slipped from my mouth, he could feel the
strength of his position weakening.

"Well, what's written inside them?"

Again Brian responded, "I don't know."
They continued with a stronger tone of expectation, "Well,
why are they on every door?"

“Idon't know."

They looked at Brian with scorn, and finally one of them
said, "Well, if you're the Jew and you don't know, then why
should we care?!"

This question was shocking and painful. Brian continued
arguing with them and demanded they give him the
mezuzos.

Finally, one of them walked out of the room, and returned
with a handful of mezuzah cases and scrolls. He looked at
Brian, grinned maliciously and said, "You want them so
badly? Come and get them!" -- and he threw the handful of
mezuzos into g burning fireplace.

Brian was shocked. It took but a few seconds for the
mezuzos to be consumed in the flames.

Brian walked out of the house, dejected and heartbroken.
He sat down in the cold night and replayed the incident over
and over in his mind, each time coming back to the same
painful question: "If you're the Jew and you don't know, then
why should we care?"

This incident ignited his curiosity and became the catalyst
for his road back to Torah and Judaism. Today he now
realises:

“Every word of Torah we learn and every mitzvah we
perform is an extension of our victory over the Greeks. They
tried to destroy our connection to G-d and His Torah. But
instead, they ignited a deeper flame inside us. As we light
the Chanukah menorah, may the flames inspire us to carry
on the victory of the Maccabees - the victory of Jewish
survival, Jewish education, and Jewish pride.”












IN MEMORY OF
)27 XD Na NP2 N D1Y
n’’y¥n15pa 2’2 1)

A WOMAN WHO EMBODIED
N5 5y Ton n7am nnona anna 1’
AND WAS A SHINING LIGHT TO ALL
WHO KNEW HER.

HASMONEAN

) THE |
A |J J I ’ ; | GRAPHIC DESIGN
_ - TEAM RIVKI GOULD

TR NN T3 R



